
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 30 October 2003] 

 p12853b-12853b 
Mr Peter Watson 

 [1] 

MT ROMANCE AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]:  I would like to congratulate once again one of our local businesses, 
Mt Romance Australia Pty Ltd, on its success at the 2003 Western Australian Industry and Export Awards.  Mt 
Romance won the coveted Premier’s Award for Excellence, plus two other awards.  Estee Lauder and Aveeda, 
two of the world’s top perfume producers, are looking at using Mt Romance for indigenous certification whereby 
indigenous people who harvest sandalwood are involved with their environment in the marketing of the products 
and the dividends go back to the community.  Mt Romance is a real team-orientated business.  Some of the other 
members of the team, apart from the managing director, Steve Birkbeck, who has outstanding vision, an ability 
to think outside the circle, and endless energy, are Randall Wiggins, the sandalwood division production 
manager, who designed and built the sandalwood extraction plant, and oversees plant maintenance, upgrades and 
oil extraction; Valerie Gearon, who is a biochemist by profession and is the laboratory manager in charge of 
quality assurance, research and development; Jerome Ryan, who is in charge of sandalwood sales and marketing 
in Asia, India, North West America, Taiwan and the Middle East; Mike Ray, the customer liaison and regulatory 
manager, who provides advice and service on marketing and regulatory issues with regard to sandalwood oil, 
and is an assistant to the chief executive officer; Louise Burgler, who is the manager of product development, 
consumer products, and an assistant to the CEO and jack of all trades and master of none; Rob Heilbron, the 
financial controller and company secretary; and Karen Birkbeck, a wonder woman and mother of three, who 
apart from consumer product manufacturing, package and dispatch also handles sandalwood oil dispatch.   
 


